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TF-e following *3 an unedited traps' 1 at ioT> of a circular to all o&rty units 
published bw the* Pol Hhnro of the Central Commit+oe of the Communl st 
Forty o** TrrHa on the ” Dangerous Food Cr * r > in and our Duty , n 

P,B* CTRCFTT *R (■'W* ShFJFS) ~ 'b. lAO-F-50 

TO AT.L ^ARTT W?S 

DA'fTOFRnng ipood CR T SIS AFD^COH IKjTT 

The blac> shadow of a famine in covering India today. West Bengal , Bihar 
and certain marts of Madras are already within its grip. All governmental 
efforts to >eet> bac- news of tlr s famine have failed and that .of about one 
hundred deaths *Vom starvation *n Bihar and more than one In West Bengal 
and south Madras has already come out. Ifvderabad and Mysore are also 
'Ixcinr famines, 

India Imported 3,700,000 tons of foodpre." "■& i" 1949 bit this figure was 
brought down to o~3v 2,000,000 in 1950. ”Qrow More Food V! campaign is 
a. yrea + bluf+’* a** the Fehru Government* The Central Government will not 
be ah 1 c to feed the deficit areas. 

According to official estimates. West Bengal has food deficit of 4,400,000 
tons Ftran the chairman of the official .Foodgrai^s Investigation Commitl e© 
bs-*? admitted that *<f centrrl ^elr> does not core through during the July- 
February period, another ? 43 famine is sure to happen in this state* This 
famine will be more serious and lon^oiy In Bihar, about 4 to 5 million 
people have already fa*P0n within the grip of famine . According to ox file* a! 
estimates the Madras Government* they have a food shortage of 2,150,000 
tons, but the Central Government has been able to s end them only 30,000 
to'^s of rice, ir bod crisis has already happened in ten Madras distr *cts. 
Bombay has a deficit of 200 g 000 tons j Hyderabad, 100,000 tons and Mysore, 
40,000 tons. 
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TIA ™. AR ? the REASONS FOR THIS FAMINE A*!) wno ARE RESPON SIB L E _FIR THIS? 

Til© po-Raent administrators of India are entirely responsible for this 
dangerous situation. During the 200 years of British rule, India would 
■ -'ire a famine once every 2^ years and thousands of Indian lives would 
fc ® lo3t ln th® 3 ® famines. Although Kountbatten has now left, his legacies 
ere still continuing. More &-G more peasants are being exploited by +he 
imperialist and ^eudalintie systems, resulting In smell or food production, 
fh&t is the reason for this famine,-, 

un or ^ har4« food production is decreasing’! on the other* our rulers 
are importing mailer quantities of foodsi uffs at the imtmsm of their 
Aoglo-Araeri^n bosses, Th® no my thus saved is being utilised in meeting 
a bigger wa v budget and in buying arms and ammunition from Anglo-American 
capitalists* This is hw our Congress Government is being a partisan to 
the Anglo-Amer ican conspiracy to bring in another war. This Congress 
Government has become an instalment in the hands of Anglo-AmerS can 
tHperlalists in their all-out u&r against Soviet Russia and other ibv 
democracies. They are thus depriving the Indians of the cheap foodstuffs 
*hsi can be obtained from these countries. It has new been proved that 
Tj - )e WGiw Here Food" campaign is a mere hoax and a means to fill the 
poexets of th® Ministers* officers and contractors . 

In order to please the Indian and British jute dealers * this Government 
stooped cultivation of food grains in thousands of acres of land and had 
„jute grown thereon . m the interest of big bourgeois this government lias 
v ' ad cotton grown in thousands of acres of lands which used to grown food- 
grains. 

The riot s which was a creation of imperialist interests, compelled thousands 
of acres of cultivable land to remain uncultivated being deserted by members 
0i minority community 0 Use Congress Government in following the same 
inflationary principles as were adopted by the imperialists during the war. 
Hot only. that: they devalued the rupee at the instance of th© Anglo-American 
imperialists and thus intensified the crisis. Consecusntly, prices of all 
toodgrains and other consumer goods shot up horribly and created conditions 
tavorab*© for fam’n©. Above all, they have entrusted monopolists with 
responsibilities of procurement # That is why both procurement and distri- 
bution are at stake. 

attack on Korea by America gave an opportunity to the monopolists to 
aggravate the situation and raise prices of all commodities. 

Tirai ARE TUF REASONS FOP THE FAMINE THAT HAS RAISED ITS HEAD IN OUE COUNTRY , 

SOLUTION P RO KBEP W' THE RULERS 

The jnxloTB have taken a most shameful attitude i?3 this situation which was, 

In j act, <nreated by themselves. They ask the people to eat groundnut flour 
and to feed on roots and vegetables. They advise them to kill monkeys and 
thus to solve the food problem-. In a country where most ^people cannot have 
one lull meal a. day* they are advising them to pass one day every week with 
only one meal. 

rh© Ministers and their officers are earning money by giving freedom to 
profiteers^. They are trying to suppress news of the famine "that is already 
taking toll of many hw/san lives. Wherever these is a hunger—wocession* th©v 
call it "Coramrdst core piracy." And above all, they are setting 'a cruel 
1 police raj * free to oporesa the starved people 
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30UI TT0K SUGG ESTED. BY T HK PEOPLE AND THEIR DggAjjD 

In these circumstances, these ere the clear demands of the peoples 

1. Government should declare those areas of West Bengal, Bihar 
and Madras where starvation has started as famine areas. 

2. Food grains should be distributed at fair prices in cities and 
deficit areas through people *s food committees . 

3 . Wo ration cuts should be allowed in labor areas , Cheap rations 
should be supplied "or entire families of workers* 

4. Foo d stocks of profiteers and land lords should be seised and 
the responsibilities to make th' s seizure should be entrusted 
to people's volunteers. 

5. fb forcible seizure of food grains from peasants Should be allowed 
and they should be given fair prices. 

6. Food must be imported from abroad to fill the shortage. An anti- 
imperialist, s' 5 and should be taken and food should be imported 
from Soviet Union and otVr new democracies . How the Government 
is spending half of its budget on military account j this figure 
must be lowered and food should be purchased with that amount. 

7. Barron lands and government-owned lands should be distributed 
among poor peasants and financial help should ©Iso be given to 
them to do the cultivation. 

$. #Tn "e zemindery system should be discontinued without any compen- 
sation and the lands thus released should be distributed among 
peasant a , 


Otm TACTICS ON THE FOOD FRONT 


have discussed above how Nehru Government has faced the food problem. 

The people have received bullets whenever they have demanded food. In the 
name of law and order they stop all mass meeting and process ‘ons, but they 
are eager to save the interests of black marketers and profiteers . They 
are also determined to continue! feudalist ic system in rural, areas, however, 
much the stiff e rings of the ’people may be. They are erger to *• n crease police 
budgets but they do not care to spend any money for Good control., irrigation 
find newer generation. So It *>s absolutely useless to expect anything from 
a. government of this nature. The only way open to the people now is to 
launch an unstinted struggle against these rulers. It should be remembered 
that they are already cornered and hunger-processions are being taken out 
In Kalabar, Bihar. West Bengal and Poona. The people ' avo forcibly 
ocounied rice shocks in some areas of Bihar, Assam and Bengal (Nadia 
district) and the government is hitting then with the help of the police. 

liauy leftist and other anti-government organisations have started movements 
on the issu© of food. The main purpose of these movements is to expose 
the government arid +o show that they are unable to feed the people- But 
these groups do not go out for some higher type of revolt icnary struggle. 
They do not bell, the people that real solution of these oroblm^ is possible 
only if the mresent feudal is tic systems can be overturned a~d a people’s 
government established. What they ere doing is +o divert the popular discon- 
tent through tin elec 4 ione^ri* g channel. 

How what should be the duty of the Commurf st Party in this crisis? And 
how v© should ap roach t h > s nroblem? How an extensively wide tin 4 ted front 
can be formed? We must, answer all these questions* 
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Firat of all we have to admit that the responsibility for such a critical 
struggle has been vested in the hands of some bourgeois or petty bourgeois 
groans or on the spontaneous outburst of the people. Since the pubii- 
cation of the Jamary 27 editorial in "Lasting Peace* the entire Party 
has been engaged in discussions of its o vis internal problems. Although 
this is necessary it is also an offence to keep out of popular struggles 
spontaneously started. A review of the last six months * s work would show 
^nat we have seriously failed in our duties toward many papular* movements * 
without ^ parti cipating in such activities and by merely having academic 
discussion of our internal problems we will never be able to~arrive at 
definite Party iin©. By doing this the Party gets farther away from 
tm mass. problem becomes all. the more serious when it involves a 

eMsis like food, shortage and famine, ’hv every comrade should start a 
struggle against famine and the makers of this famine. 

(a). V'G Communist Party should declare that the eight demands given 
abov9 are the demands of the people. And they must stick to 
theso demands* because unll they are fulfilled there is m way 
out of the danger of a famine, 

•(b) It if* the duty of the working class and of the Ooiamurrlst Party 
to mate the people on this front. All groups and factions* * 
who claim to be speaking on behalf of the people* should also 
b© united on this front. We will cooperate with all such groups. 
Without such a strong and really united front it will not be 
possible for the people to defeat the Profiteers and other 
reactionaries * We will achieve victory if we can verily unite „ 

On the other hand, if we sit idle, defeat awaits us. The 
Go Mist Party should take the initiative in this struggle. 
Whoever will obstruct this move will be exposed as the enemy of 
the ijeople. 

\C/ The Oomrranist Party will make all the necessary preparations 
for all possible actions In this connection,. They will range 
from food relief * propaganda* meetings* demonstrations * etc*, 
to forceful seisura of food stocks from seminders* formation of 
guwrilla squads, etc, 

(d) T^e Communist Party does not have any illusion like those: that 
the *ehr?i~?atel (government will solve the peopled food problem n 
that the struggle should bf3 confined within the limits of peace- 
ful e-ears* like hunger-processions* demonstrations and propaganda, 
etc. The Cfcmaaaniet Party is convinced that revolutionary measures 
like forceful seizure of foodgrains by the people and also force- 
ful possession of lands from land— lords and to d is tribute them 
amour? the s + arving people are the best moans to achieve success in 
.struggles of this kind. Of course* the Party will take into con- 
sideration the different states of affairs in different} parts of 
the country in regard to various types of bens, etc., and it will* 
from time to time* consider the measures that will bo suitable to' 
carry or this struggle in different areas, 

P*w®g»*d& of some leftist and opposition leaders as to the convenience 
•of the legal and constitutional means should a? so be ruthlessly exposed, 

At the same time, the Common ‘at Partv will propagate their own ideas and 
vill inspire the people to take resort to revolut ionary ways of struggle. 

If m fail to do our- revolutionary duties to the strugrling people we will 
commit an unp&riomMe offence. We must never leave the people alone at 
times of police or military oppression. 
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v K areas vhwra famine has already shown up and wfrae the class-eneries 
•i-.-r -oppressing the people with the help of poi ice ard military , guoi i 3Xa& 
scuads sn-ul d be farmed with Party members and non-members so that ^con- 
tinued struggle can be cam* led out. The necessity for armed opposition 
to the eueny has grown out of his r.g'nressive policies, 

0? ^ US. W^A? WE SHOULD TO 

Thm rvresent food crises and famine conditions in the country have so muck 
widened the scope *hat we can easily form a united front, through one proems* 
of our t&ts*uv<T3e on the food front * under the leadership of the labor clubs 
tml their leaders. The Party -ust be prepared to do this 'n every possible 
v&y. We must shake of** all. our narrowness of t' e Simul taneously wixh 

the* intensification of the people’s demand for food we will mobilise all 
our resources to launch an all-out attack on lard-lords, profiteers and the 
Oowmeur . Ve will send out our call to everybody — from petty bourgeois 
to t*»e Poores* neople from landless peasants to rich peasants, We must 
OTnroach 4 he United Socialist. Organisation of India, tho # United Trade Union 
Co egress, All-Tndta Trade Union Congress, etc., to do th*s. W® will also 
accroach the members a-'" large of the .-Socialist Party as well as the Joaaers 
of its local units.. We will ©Iso h~vo to approach the various units of the 
m-India National Trade Union Congees in our area. Wo should b3 so not 
A ewe sight of that portion of the Congress that is being disillusioned of 
•its' ac 5 and this segment of the Congress should be draw a ante this 

popular struggle . 

x^urkl areas ibsss gathering should be arranged accompa nied by j&niK.d ricuaila 
Z&i strike against land-lords a*d hoarders should be started suddenly. 

Of course, %ce-t.e face fight with the noli.ee or military should be avoided 
a* far as practicable. When government stocks of food grslrus, >:.re -ev:cl they 
should ho and seised by armed guerrilla squads „ 


The food stocks thus obtained should be distributed through food comit } ees 
■or united village eommlt+ees in respective areas. 


Cine th'ng should be remembered: Under no circumstances should food stocks 
of rich peasants be .seised for this purpose, because. that will _ antagord ze 
them. T& r should, instead, be nereuadod to contribute food stocks to 
relief-stocks or to sell them at fair prices. But no coercion should be^ 
Jade on them. On the cth-r hand, if government agents want to seise their 
(of rich neasa^ta) foodgrain stocks, help should be gi^en them. 


Amends should slS.o b© ma’e to stop food exports from deficit areas. ^ 
*taulta«eoiwlV with demands for food supplies, the fiefsanu ior ^® , 

;Vnd4r ayetOT should also he node popular, The tempo oi the -W-® 

oo the food front s'cntld be utilized in M 

B „ qtki of all feudal iatic sys+eTO. iandiesc peawai*.* should >ye ~ve~ 

ihrough the neople’s villa/?® eomiVeee. 

S^SSS-*^ w 

* o « +w» y*«™ * np find famine conditions and. tne 

rma thing must be c*ear to us: the j.m ne jm • 

situation +ha.t brings starvation to millions of oar people wilt no* «n* 

until there is an end of the nresc-t. ir-nerialis* rule. As nanr as exgntj 
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famines oeewjvsd draping the 200 years of Brit 'ah rule in th‘s eourrtrv 
'ora ftaninas will follow unless the rule of the present Mg bourgeois' 

.'.-in oe brought to an end. And the various types of struggle that ’s now 
going to + ake Place in villages and eit : as are tfo real struggle for fv«©- 
dOiEi of the country. 


* GRADES 2 


0?ir people must not die of starvation - wo won't let them die like th«t 
n,e l“»e °e 1943 must not be allowed to hap-en again. " " “ ' 

fe^and a‘ and before the people in their struggle fo» bod and against 

TTni.te a* 1 the people in the struggle against famine and starvation. 

Mld a strong democratic Tont against the profiteers and the present 
RdpiTnijstrption. 


Introduce rationing system for sufficient food in towns and deficit 
areas under the supervision of. people’s food committees. 

neiK® food stocks and distribute them prong starving peonle throng*' 
T)eople*s food committees. 

Introduce the system of allotting land seized from land-1 orde without 
pay-ng any compensations to them. 

I&d the feudalist ie administration wh’e'' is creating famine and causing 
oeath oi. the people. Go ahead along the oath to India’s freedom and 
establishment of a, people's democratic government.. 


POT IT BUREAU 
OP THE 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE C.P T 
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